
GOSPEL   MATTHEW  5:17-37 

 
Space does not permit the whole of today’s text being printed.  

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish but to complete 

them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, 

not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is 

achieved. Therefore, the person who infringes even one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

considered the least in the kingdom of heaven; but the person who 

keeps them and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom 

of heaven. 

    ‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. …  But 

I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother or sister will 

answer for it before the court … So then, if you are bringing your 

offering to the altar and there remember that someone has something 

against you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and be 

reconciled first, and then come back and present your offering.  

 

COMMENTARY: Jesus is speaking here to his own people who 

value the law and obedience to the law. Unfortunately, it seems they 

had come to believe in an absurd type of obedience, something like 

we treated the Friday fast in years gone by.  

Jesus knows it’s the heart which is important, and not only must we 

love and obey God with the heart, but also we must be at peace with 

others. It is not okay to be at enmity with others and then receiving 

communion, especially if we feel anger and hate in our hearts and are 

making no attempt at reconciliation.  

   

     

LITURGY OF THE WORD, 

6TH Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
12.2.23. 

 

 
Dear Parishioners,  

In the readings today we are first of all reminded that we 

have the power of choice. This means that we choose to 

develop a relationship with God, one that is based on love.  

We also have the power to choose to forgive. Feeling 

angry is not the sin,  that is an emotion which happens. If 

we fail to deal with it, it becomes resentment and then 

grows into hate. 

It may be difficult to forgive and reconcile, but choosing 

to try is the important part. When we feel powerless to do 

so, then that is when we turn to God. Being able to forgive 

is a grace, so we ask for it.  

Nga mihi.  

Fr Alan.  
 



First reading       Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21 

 If you wish, you can keep the commandments, 

    to behave faithfully is within your power. 

God has set fire and water before you; 

    put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 

We have life and death before us; 

    Which-ever we like better will be given us. 

For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; 

    God is almighty and all-seeing. 

His eyes are on those who reverence him, 

    God notes our every action 

And has never commanded anyone to be godless, 

    And no one has been given permission to sin. 

 

COMMENTARY: There is no doubt that the invitation to live a God-

like life is strong within each person. But it is just that. We have to 

choose. No-one, not even God, wants a relationship that is not based on 

love. This love grows out of our realisation that “I am invited” into a 

relationship with my Creator, to become like the Creator. 

Accepting a relationship with God and developing it, is an act of 

humility. It is about accepting the order of things: God is the creator 

and I am created. The more I understand this and embrace it, the more 

God-like I become. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second reading  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 · 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not 

a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our 

age, which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God 

which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God 

predestined to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a 

wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or 

they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what 

scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has 

heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has prepared 

for those who love him. 

    These are the very things that God has revealed to us through 

the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the 

depths of God. 

 

Commentary:  Notice how Paul understands that only the 

Spirit can teach the mystery of God. This learning is 

something internal, an awakening of the heart. We can and 

should ask for the gift of renewal in faith. That is, ask but 

presume you know nothing. The depths of God are such that 

we must realise we are always being converted. When I 

believe I know and have nothing to learn, then my faith is 

dying. The opposite is one who stands before God and cries 

out: ‘Teach me your ways O Lord, for you are my God’. 

 

  

 
  

 

 




