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Foodbank 
The new foodbank area is still being fitted out to see 

which configuration best suits the operation. In the 

meantime, it has been renovated and made effective 

so that the volunteers can work efficiently. It is a vast 

improvement on our previous work area in the old 

garage. 

 

Outreach 
The latest statistics compiled by the society show an 

ever-increasing upward trend in food parcels 

required by those in need. Overall, the number of 

food parcels delivered by the Society has risen 

substantially in the first 5 months of 2022 compared 

with the same period last year. The total number of 

food parcels and people the Society supplied with 

food has risen by 73%, while the number of adults has 

increased by over 50% and the number of children 

and teens has risen over 96%. 

 

Opening of New Premises 
“This is a wonderful venture for our community. It is 

so needed.” This was Mayor Bernie Wanden’s 

opening remark at the official blessing and opening of 

the new Vincentian Centre in Prouse Street, Levin, on 

15 May.  

 

Mr Wanden was joined at the celebration by the 

national president of the St Vincent de Paul Society, 

Terry Jordan, Kapi-Mana Area president, Gerry 

Stevens and the president of the local conference, 

Bernie Hanaray, along with the national chaplain of 

the Society, Fr Alan Roberts, and representatives of 

other church and civic groups. 

 

With the shop and the foodbank already operational, 

our attention is turning to setting up the drop-in 

centre/meeting area to make it a place of welcome 

and friendship. 

 

 

Meet Our Shop Manager 

– Stacy Lewis 
Stacy, who hailed 

originally from 

Kansas, USA, came to 

New Zealand with her 

husband, who was 

born and bred here, 

and has been in Levin 

for 12 years. 

Interestingly, she has been a regular op-shopper for 

years. 

 

An enthusiastic worker in our Conference foodbank, 

she was shoulder-tapped to take up the position of 

shop manager, a job to which she devotes her 

considerable talents.  

 

Although Levin is already richly supplied with op 

shops, she sees a special value in our version, in that 

she can assist with foodbank operations and assess 

the needs of those who approach to use our facilities.  

 

The shop is well set out, clean and spacious. Items for 

sale are kept at baseline prices and a voucher system 

for the neediest is being established. Her clients are 

mostly women, many with children (children’s 

clothes are sold for $1 each). She would love to have 

more teens as clients. Although some come with their 

mothers, she feels they would be surprised at the 

quality and variety of clothing suitable to their 

particular needs is available. Stacy’s criteria for 

acceptance of used clothing are that items be good 

quality and clean, and the set-up of the shop 

demonstrates this. 

 

Besides clothing, household items are also available. 

‘Big ticket’ items such as household furniture are 

generally given away rather than sold. 

 

Currently, Stacy feels the shop is going well. However, 

she would love to accommodate a greater range of 

people and expand our outreach. In the meantime, 

she is training volunteers to come to the centre, and 

is constantly looking for more so that the shop can be 

open for longer hours in the future. 
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