
  

Second reading  Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ humbled himself but God raised him high 

 

His state was divine, 

yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

 

and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. 

 

But God raised him high  

and gave him the name which is above all other names 

so that all beings in the heavens, on earth  

and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 
COMMENTARY: This text, sometimes known as the Philippian Hymn 

offers a wonderful reflection on the mystery of the Incarnation.  

 Jesus did not cling to his divinity: he let it go.  

 He became a human being like us but he did not seek power, 

status, wealth. His purpose was to serve humanity, even though it 

would mean death.  

 Through total service he became ‘fully human’ which is what 

divine means. We are made in the image of God.   

 God then raised him up to the status of Lord (God) and as he 

lives in the glory of God it is right that we bow before him.  

 

We gain a glimpse of this mystery when we reflect on the lives of 

people we describe as ‘God-like’.  
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Gospel   Matthew 21:1-11 

 When they drew near to Jerusalem  and came to Bethphage, to the 

Mount of Olives,  Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into 

the village facing you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, 

and a colt with her:  untie them and bring them to me.  

If anyone says anything to you, you shall say,  “The Lord has need 

of them,” and he will send them immediately.’ 

This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Sion, Behold, your king is coming to you,  

humble, and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass.’ 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

they brought the ass and the colt, and put their garments on them, 

and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their garments on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 

And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 

shouted, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!’ 

And when he entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying,  

‘Who is this?’ 

And the crowds said, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of 

Galilee.’ 

 

COMMENTARY: (The above text would normally be read prior to 

entering the Church. Due to space we leave you to prayerfully read the passion 

story, this year from Matthew 27:11-54) 

Daughter of Zion is an Old Testament phrase for the city of 

Jerusalem. Here Matthew quotes from the prophet Zechariah 

because he wants to show his Jewish readers that Jesus is the 

one referred to in their Scriptures. As well, the donkey is a 

symbol of powerlessness and humility. The horse would have 

been more suited if Jesus had wanted political power and 

status. The second quote Hosanna is a Hebrew word and means 

‘save us’. Ps 118 provides the inspiration for the remainder of 

the text that follows. 

 

 

First reading.  Isaiah 50:4-7 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

 

For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 

 

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 

insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

 

COMMENTARY: This text concludes with trust in God. It 

begins with an emphasis on listening to God. The second part 

refers to the suffering anyone proclaiming the Word can 

expect to receive when doing so.  

Humanity hasn’t changed that much over the centuries. The 

concept of bowing before our Creator is still ridiculed. 

People have become so caught up in the superficial and in 

acquiring what can never satisfy, that listening to the voice 

within is just too uncomfortable.   

If we want to be a disciple of Jesus, you will need to know 

about trust. Real faith if permeated with trust.  

 
 

 


