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THE BEGINNINGS 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is a global 

charity founded in May 1833 in Lyons, France. 

A group of young university students, under 

the leadership of twenty-year-old Frederic 

Ozanam, a literary 

scholar, lawyer, writer 

and journalist (born 1813, 

died 1853) sensitive to the 

social injustices and 

inequity all round them, 

decided to act. They 

formed the first 

“Conferences of Charity” to put their faith into 

action. The decision was made to practise 

‘visitation of the poor’. From this sprang the 

practice of sourcing food and other necessities 

of life and distributing them wherever needed. 

Within 12 months, the first conference divided 

into two sections. From there, it spread to 

other provinces and gradually to the whole 

world, becoming the Society of St Vincent de 

Paul. The spirit of Frederic Ozanam, who died 

at the age of forty after a life of devotion to the 

poor, is alive and well today in 150 countries, 

with approximately eight hundred thousand 

members. 

 

Vincent de Paul was born in the small southern 

French town of Pouy 

(later renamed St 

Vincent de Paul in his 

honour) in 1581 and 

ordained as a priest in 

1600 at the age of 19. In 

his early years he began 

administering to the 

wealthy and powerful families in the town, but 

decided as a chaplain, to minister to the poor 

of the community and to prisoners. This 

inspired Vincent to a vocation of working with 

the marginalised and powerless. The Society 

was named after St Vincent de Paul and follows 

his teachings and compassion for people in 

need.  

 

The first Conference was established in 

Christchurch New Zealand in July 1867 by Fr 

Jean Baptiste Chataigner. 

 

The Levin conference of the Society is part of 

the Kapi-Mana District which covers from Tawa 

in the south to north of Levin. Our immediate 

area of responsibility is from Manakau through 

to Waitarere  Beach, and includes co-operation 

with the neighbouring Conferences based in 

Otaki, Paraparaumu, Plimmerton and Tawa. 

 

The Society has now been operating in New 

Zealand for over 155 years, from 1857 to 2022. 

New Zealand is split into 23 regions with 135 

separate Conferences. 

 

The Levin Conference was originally formed in 

1910, but went into recession in 1916, due to 

the disruptions of the First World War. It re-

formed in 1926, went into recession again in 

1933, and restarted in 1959 when a small 

group of dedicated St Vincent de Paul workers 

reached out and started their work in the 

surrounding community of Horowhenua. The 

efforts of these few set a solid base from which 

the Levin Conference has grown. All our 45 plus 

members are volunteers. 

 

WHAT WE HAD 

Of course, none of our work could be possible 

without the support of generous sponsors. We 

are deeply indebted to you for your donations 

of food and funds which enable us to lighten 

the load of so many people struggling to make 

ends meet in our modern society. 

 



Initially, the Society in Levin operated out of 

private homes, garages, and various other 

places. Volunteers collected food and goods, 

assembling the deliveries at a central location. 

For many years, our foodbank operated out of 

an old garage. This was cramped, to say the 

least, and conditions were neither very 

hygienic nor satisfactory. The volunteers, 

however, made it work under very difficult 

circumstances. 

 

NEW PREMISES 

The National Society’s Head Office could see 

the need here in the Horowhenua and in 

February 2022 decided to lease a building in 

Prouse Street to operate as a Vincentian 

Centre. It houses a ‘Vinnies’ shop, and in due 

course, it is intended to provide a ‘drop-in’ 

centre for the elderly, the lonely and the 

disadvantaged, providing refreshments as well 

as counselling and advocacy services. 

 

The St Vincent de Paul Conferences of Otaki, 

Paraparaumu, Plimmerton and Tawa combine 

to support the Levin Conference in the new ‘Op 

Shop’ venture, and this support strengthens 

the operations of the Society in the Kapi-Mana 

area. 

 

The new centre also provides premises from 

which our foodbank operates. The conditions 

here are spacious, hygienic, and better 

equipped to store donated and purchased 

food. They also allow our operation to proceed 

efficiently and effectively. 

 

The other advantage of the new premises is 

that it enables us to expand in the future, as 

along with the estimated population of Levin 

growing to reach sixty thousand in the next 

twenty years, the needs of the disadvantaged 

can be expected to increase accordingly. 

 

Over the years, the size of the problem existing 

in Horowhenua has become abundantly clear, 

as has the rapidly growing need for help in 

many areas. The significant challenges brought 

on by housing, mental health, family harm etc 

means that the need today for committed and 

solid community-focussed support groups is 

stronger than ever. The Society of St Vincent de 

Paul knows from experience that what is being 

done can, and does, make a difference in 

people’s lives.  

 

The new premises, together with the 

invaluable assistance of our sponsors, are 

helping the St Vincent de Paul Society Levin to 

set new boundaries in what the Society does in 

helping the poor, the disadvantaged, the 

marginalised, students, single mothers, elderly 

and the incapacitated. 

 

YOUR VITAL PART IN OUR WORKS 

You, as sponsors, allow the Society to put 

together supplies, support and services that 

enable us to strengthen and respond to the 

needs of those who ask for help.  

 

This extends not only to food but also to 

firewood, household furniture, fixtures, and 

fittings. All donations are used to their 

capacity. As an example, at times there are 

small quantities of vegetables still available at 

the end of the week. These are used to make 

soup for distribution during the colder months 

and also given to community hubs.  

 

With your help, we can undertake these works, 

and we remain eternally grateful for your 

support in the past and hopefully you will 

continue to assist us in the future. 

 

 

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is here in 

Levin to give practical assistance when it is 

needed. 

 

If you or someone you know requires 

assistance of food, bedding, clothing or 

otherwise please call 021 0902653 and leave a 

message. Someone will call back with a short 

time to discuss needs and make any necessary 

arrangements. This service is confidential. 


