
  
Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, 
but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come 
out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands 
of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, 
let him go free.’ 
    Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what 
he did believed in him. 

  
COMMENTARY: This is an extraordinary story. It implies that the 

earthly Jesus actually brought back to life a dead body. Do we take it 

literally or do we read it metaphorically?  

We ask first of all: Why did Jesus delay in coming when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill? To answer we first of all need to understand that Jesus 

operated in God’s time. Māori have an expression ‘mā te wā’. It means 

‘when the time is right’ or ‘in God’s time’.   

Then Martha says: ‘If you had been here my brother would not have died’. 

We must surely read this in the sense that if we kept God in our lives and 

focused on Jesus we would save ourselves a lot of anguish. Note the 

shallow content of TV programs today, presuming that a luxurious home 

will bring lasting happiness.  

Later, Martha declares her faith in Jesus as the life and resurrection. He 

is to her ‘the Christ the son of God sent into this world’. In Matthew’s gospel 

it is Peter,  a man, who declares this. But in this gospel it is a woman. Jesus 

affirms her faith by bringing her brother back to life. In this he speaks of 

his power when he says ‘take the stone away’ and then ‘unbind him, let 

him go free’. This is what Jesus does to our hearts. 

The story is full of significance and symbolism. While it is true that Christ 

did bring Lazarus back to life, we must see what is contained in the story. 

Simply to concentrate on the raising of Lazarus alone, and not understand 

that there is life when Christ is around (or should be) is to sell ourselves 

short when reading this story. What does the story mean? This question 

must always be kept in mind when reading the gospels. Today’s story is a 

prime example. 

  

Liturgy of The Word 
        March 26 

          5th Sunday of Lent. 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

We simply have not accepted anywhere near what is implied in the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus if we live without hope. In 

addition, we are inclined to limit salvation to ‘going to heaven when 

we die’. This can only happen if we are on the way right now.  

Today, you will hear prophets of doom declaring that the Church’s 

life is over. We are dying. We can join this chorus if we wish, but it is 

not what Jesus has taught us.  

Together, it is possible to inject new life in this parish, and it is up to 

us to set out to do so. But we must believe. Organisations as well as 

individuals go through a life and death process. In past years the 

Church has had to go through this process but now is the time to rise. 

Celebrating the Resurrection is about believing Christ is still with us. 

What kind of faith do we have, and what do we want for our Church 

and parish community? 
Nga mihi,  

Fr Alan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you 
from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said 
and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 

 

COMMENTARY: Ezekiel has a vision, having seen the suffering of 

Israel and the disgrace of an improper burial. He knows that God 

can give new life to his people. This will happen as they are returned 

to their own land. The message for us is to recognise that from a 

spiritual point of view many live away from their homeland, the 

Church, or, the Body of Christ. Just as Ezekiel could imagine what 

God can do, so also must we do the same. Vision comes out of the 

longings of the heart, and it is these that God will fulfil.  
  
 
Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to 
God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, 
since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed 
the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be 
dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life 
to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 
 

COMMENTARY: This life which St Paul speaks of is the spiritual 

life. What it does is set us out on a path to the fullness of life. It is 

something sacred and satisfying. It means dying to the false gods 

within us. So we ask the question: ‘where is my heart?’ It is within 

the context of developing our spiritual life that we need to focus on 

the concept of dying and rising. Dying to our self-centred-ness 

never leads to a dead end. It will lead to the resurrection.  

 

 

 

John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33-45 

 Mary and Martha sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love 
is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not 
in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be 
glorified.’ 
    Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard 
that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before 
saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
    On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 
days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to 
meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 
‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know 
that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your 
brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will 
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
the one who was to come into this world.’ 
    Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the 
heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 
Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But 
there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, 
by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not 
told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they 
took away the stone. 

  
  

 



 

 


