
 As a worldwide Society, St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) had its be-

ginnings way back in 1833 when a university student by the name 

of Frederic Ozanam found himself defending his Catholic faith as 

to “works which show your faith”. He and friends realised that it 

was necessary to show the fruits of the faith they held. Visitation 

of the poor became the first 

witness of their faith and grew 

from there as well as spreading 

to other provinces in France. 

 St Vincent was adopted as 

the principal patron inspired 

by his tireless commitment to 

those in prisons and in hospi-

tals 

 SVdP was introduced into New Zealand in 1868 by a French 

priest of the Society of Mary. Visitation of the poor remained the 

principal work emulating the example given by St Vincent de 

Paul. To live in such personal contact with those who suffer, to 

live in unity and in such a spirit, is the very essence, the original 

character that St Vincent de Paul showed. 

 The core values of SVdP are those of Generosity (of self and 

time), Integrity (following the values, vision, mission of SVdP), 

Compassion (open to all in need), Empathy (listening and under-

standing), Responsiveness (to the needs of the poor, lonely, mar-

ginalised, dispossessed), Advocacy (helping to support, working 

alongside), Respect (serving all and the environment), Innovation 

L E V I N  



(Embracing new ways to strengthen the 

Society and improve effectiveness to the 

disadvantaged), and Courage (to be close 

to the vulnerable and lonely – to act of 

their behalf.) 

 The Levin Conference of SVdP was es-

tablished over twenty years ago by a dedi-

cated group of Parishioners, many who 

continue to support today. With small 

numbers and few resources, the Confer-

ence struggled to meet the growing calls 

they received for help, out of which grew 

the monthly food and donations collection 

that has continued to this day. Over time 

the membership has grown in excess of thirty, the sourcing of re-

sources remains a challenge but the commitment, energy, and be-

lief in the calling to “show our faith” provides a solid bond to re-

spond to this challenge. Howev-

er, there is always room and a 

welcome for more to join us. 

 There is no doubt that the 

commitment, sacrifices and 

pure hard work of the early and 

successive members of SVdP in 

Levin has provided a sound 

base for the position of the Con-

ference today. They laid a solid “platform” upon which todays 

members can take courage from and move forward to extend the 

outreach to the Horowhenua community to provide practical and 

effective help to those in need. 
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 The support that the Levin Conference of 

SVdP receives from our Parish family, corpo-

rate sponsors and the many donors and volun-

teers plays a significant part in ensuring posi-

tive outcomes for the overall ministry. This we 

do not take for granted and are particularly 

grateful for the various ways that we are sup-

ported to reach out to those most in need.  

 The gap between the “haves” and the “have 

nots” is growing rapidly. Sometimes described 

as a “Tsunami” of poverty, we clearly see the 

growing needs in the community at many lev-

els regardless of age, ethnicity, or location – 

just needing to be given a hand up without 

judgement but characterised by respect, instil-

ling trust, providing friendship and a real 

helping hand when most needed. Our overall 

commitment is to claim social justice for the 

poor, not only providing “front line” support 

but also acting wherever possible to effect 

change where issues exist that impact the 

poor. 

 The long-held vision to raise the visibility 

of SVdP in the community by providing a 

gathering place and a central location to 

house all activities has finally come to fruition 

with the establishment of the SVdP Communi-

ty Centre in Prouse Street, Levin. A lot of vol-

unteer effort has been given to prepare the 

gathering/meeting area, private space for ad-



vocacy/counselling, a Vinnies’s shop complete 

with storage and shop stock preparation area 

and the Foodbank which has already been 

moved into its new location. The shop and gath-

ering/meeting area will be commissioned over 

the coming few weeks followed by a formal bless-

ing shortly after Easter. New challenges – new beginnings – 

taking the ministry of service and aroha to the poor, the lone-

ly, the marginalised and dispossessed in the community.   

 SVdP is not just a welfare group providing food, but ex-

tends to a range of actual and potential areas of support in-

cluding visitation (to the elderly, lonely, bereaved, sick), 

providing material support (furniture, bedding, clothing, fire-

wood), providing support to the Parish ( through the Parish 

Priest and Parish Council), working with young people (young 

adults, youth – young Vinnies), refugees (involved with agen-

cy responsible), advocacy (assisting those needing support 

with local and Government agencies), and more. 

 We are also conscious of the fact that faith without good 

works achieves little, just as good works without spiritualty 

and prayer is nothing more than humanitarianism. The im-

portance of caring for each other and our own spiritual devel-

opment through prayer and reflection is also a key factor.     

 The Gospel command to “love God and love our neigh-

bour”, (Matt 22:34-40), and the statement from Pope Francis 

in his writing (Let us Dream – the Path to a better future 

p119) “The heart of Christianity is God’s love for all peoples 

and our love for our neighbours, especially those in need,” re-

ally says it all.       By: Bernie Hanaray 


